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Current Trends 


In Fiscal Year 1975...ending last June 30... the’ Farmers Home Administration 
made available $2.24 billion for housing. This covered 105,000 loans for building or 
improving individual homes... totaling $1.9 billion... $292 million for rental apartments 
...and $13 million for providing housing for farm laborers. In addition. . . $849 million was 
provided for community facilities such as water and waste disposal; fire stations; health 
clinics; hospitals; community centers; and similar projects. 


The population of the U.S. (including Armed Forces overseas) was about 213,466,000 
on June 1, 1975...according to Census Bureau estimates. This is an increase of 
1,702,000. .. or 0.8 percent... over the estimate for the corresponding month a year ago, 
and an increase of 208,000 over the previous month... and includes approximately 70,000 
Vietnamese refugees who entered the U.S. during May. The monthly gain was the result of a 
natural increase of 108,000 (excess of births over deaths)...and estimated net civilian 
immigration of 101,000. The June | figure represents an increase of 9,131,000 over the 
population on April 1, 1970... the date of the Decennial Census upon which these estimates 
are based. 


* 
Under Secretary Named 


The Senate has confirmed President Ford’s nomination of John B. Rhinelander as 
Under Secretary of HUD. He is currently General Counsel of the Department of HEW. 


Mr. Rhinelander is 42...and in July 1969 was appointed Deputy Legal Adviser in 
the State Department. In 1971 he became Legal Adviser to the U.S. SALT Delegation until 
the initial SALT agreements were concluded and transmitted to Congress. 


He left the Government in 1972 to join the Washington law firm of Liebman, 
Williams, Bennett, Baird and Minow as a partner. He left private law practice to serve as 
General Counsel for HEW in October 1973. % 


Born in Boston, he graduated from Groton, received a B.A. degree in political science 
from Yale University and an LL.B. from the University of Virginia Law School. He then 
served as a law clerk to U.S. Supreme Court Justice John M. Harlan... and from November 
1966 through January 1968 he was Special Civilian Assistant to the Secretary of the Navy, 
later served as Chief Counsel, and then Acting Deputy Director of the Office of Foreign 
Direct Investment in the Department of Commerce. 


Mr. Rhinelander is a member of the New York State Bar, the U.S. Supreme Court, 
and the District of Columbia Bar. 


* 
Big Cities Lose Population 


Most big cities in the Nation lost population from 1970 to 1973... according to a 
recently-released Census Bureau estimate. While most of the major cities showed declines in 
the 3 percent range. . . Indianapolis was down only 0.6 percent. .. but Minneapolis had a 12 
percent loss; Detroit (8.4 percent). . . Atlanta (8.9). .. and Fort Worth (8.6) were in between. 
Among those showing counter-trend percentage increases were: Tucson (15.7 percent); Austin 
(15.6); Phoenix (8.5); Omaha (6.5); and Columbus, Ohio (0.2). 





Mayors’ Institute Continued 


HUD has announced the funding for the second year of special leadership seminars 
designed to help the Nation’s mayors deal more effectively with complex urban issues. 


HUD’s Office of Policy Development and Research (PD&R) has awarded $169,676 to 
the U.S. Conference of Mayors to extend for another year the Mayors Leadership Institute 
(MLI). Last year’s seminars were praised by participating mayors as very effective in helping 
them handle problems in their cities. 


MLIs are seminars... for mayors only...on the practical strategies of creative 
leadership. Small groups of mayors. .. 20 to 30... attend workshop sessions to discuss urban 
policy, management techniques, and leadership issues with recognized experts. . . including 
other mayors who have found innovative solutions to persistent problems. 


Last year’s pilot series was conducted in New York City, Phoenix, Savannah, and St. 
Louis. Jnstitutes in this year’s series will be held in Clearwater, Fla., Albuquerque, 
Philadelphia, and St. Paul. 


* 
Housing Cost Figures Released 


The Mortgage Bankers Association of America has released figures showing how 
inflation has hit the housing consumer. These are the MBA data: 


ist Quarter lst Quarter Percent Change 
1970 1975 1970 - 1975 


Median Price New Homes Sold 
(Average Jan., Feb., Mar.) $23,900 $36,500 $2.7 


Average Price New Homes Sold 
(Actually Sold) $27,000 $40,600 
(1967 “‘Standard’’ House) $28,600 $41,800 


New Home Sales Price Index 
(1967 = 100) 116.4 170.1 


Existing Homes Sales Pricé (Median) $22,660 $33,820 


Department of Commerce Composite 
Construction Cost Index 
(1967 = 100) 


Rent Index (1967 = 100) 


* 
New York Holds Housing Olympics 


The New York Times has reported a unique activity sponsored by a Housing 
Authority: ““A runner carrying a flaming torch circled the track and 1,500 orange-and-white 
ballons, symbolizing doves of peace, were released to begin the second annual Olympic Games 
of the New York City Housing Authority in Macombs Dam Park. More than 225 boys and 
girls, finalists of about 8,500 contestants in the Authority’s summer-long track-and-field 
program, competed in 31 events to determine the fastest runners and highest and longest 
jumpers in public housing. 


‘“‘All the youngsters here are winners,” said Joseph J. Christian, chairman of the 
Housing Authority, “and each and every one has exemplified the Olympic spirit of peace and 
brotherhood through this summer.” 


The events, ranging from a separate 50-yard dash for girls and boys under 11 years 
old through an 800-yard run for boys aged 14 to 16, included relay races and jumping 
competitions. Youngsters and some parents rooted from the sidelines. 





Migration Changing Racial Composition of Cities 


The most important single factor in the change in the racial composition of American 
cities in the period from 1950 to 1970 was the movement of whites out of central 
cities. .. according to a Census Bureau study recently issued. 


In 11 cities studied... white outmigration generally outweighed black inmigration in 
raising the black percentage in the 1950-70 period. A high birth rate among blacks also 
contributed to raising the black percentage. The cities included in the study were Atlanta, 
Baltimore, Chicago, Cleveland, Detroit, Los Angeles, New Orleans, New York, Philadelphia, 
St. Louis, and Washington, D.C. 


In most of these cities the black percentage more than doubled in the 20 years 
and... by 1970... six were over 40 percent black: Atlanta, Baltimore, Detroit, New Orleans, 
St. Louis, and Washington, D.C. In these six cities white outmigration generally accounted 
for more than 50 percent of the increase in the black percentage between 1950 and 
1970...and leading to the conclusions that these cities are developing black majorities 
primarily as a result of white migration patterns. 


The role of white outmigration in raising the black percentage was generally higher in 
the 1960’s than in ‘tthe 1950’s. The black inmigration rate to cities went down in the 
1960’s... but the white outmigration rate generally stayed the same or went up (New York 
City is an exception). The result is that white outmigration became even more important as a 
factor in raising the black percentage in the 1960’s. 


Differences in rates of natural increase were generally somewhat more important in 
changing the percentage in the 1960’s than in the 1950’s. Birth rates declined between the 
1950’s and 1960’s for both blacks and whites... but the decline was greater for whites due 
in part to sustained outmigration of whites in the childbearing years. Thus... these 
differences increased slightly as a factor in changing the racial composition of cities. 


Of the 11 cities... New York and Los Angeles are frequent exceptions to the above 
generalizations. Los Angeles in the 1950’s was unique in that it had net inmigration of whites 
but... by the 1960’s...it too had come to have net outmigration of whites. New York is 
unique because it was the only one of the 11 cities to experience a rise in the black rate of 
inmigration between the 1950’s and 1960’s. Partly because of this. .. New York was the only 
city where black inmigration was more important than white outmigration in raising the black 
percentage. 


As the black percentage was rising in cities in the 1950’s...the suburbs were 
generally becoming “whiter.”” The black ratio in the suburbs of Atlanta, Cleveland, New 
Orleans, Philadelphia, St. Louis, and Washington, D.C. went down in the 1950’s as a result of 
white inmigration. The black percentage in the suburbs of Baltimore and Detroit went down 
in the 1950’s for an additional reason... as a result of net outmigration of blacks. Partially 
counteracting white inmigration to the suburbs in raising the white percentage was a higher 
rate of natural increase among suburban blacks. 


By the 1960’s only three of the suburban populations... those around Atlanta, 
Baltimore, and New Orleans. .. continued to experience a decline in the black percentage. In 
all of the others, the black percentage in the suburbs started to rise in the 1960’s. . . but only 
by small increments. As more middle class blacks move to the suburbs... the author 
says... further erosion of the middle class in cities can be expected... thus widening the 
socioeconomic gap between central cities and their suburbs. 


Single copies of the paper, How the Racial Composition of Cities Changes, by Dr. 
Larry Long, are available free from the Census Bureau, Public Information Office, 
Washington, D.C. 20233. 





FYI 


The Housing Assistance Council. .. Western Conference on Rural Housing. . . co-hosts: 
Colorado Housing Finance Authority; Colorado State Office of Housing; Colorado Associa- 
tion of Local Housing Authorities; and Colorado Housing, Inc. Denver... October 21-23. 
Speakers, panelists, and workshop leaders will be drawn from all 12 States in HAC’s Western 
Region (Arizona, California, Idaho, Montana, Nevada, New Mexico, Oregon, Texas, Utah, 
Washington, Wyoming). HUD officials from the four Regional Offices in the area covered; 
housing practitioners; State agency personnel; and rural housing experts will participate. 
Further information from: Housing Assistance Council, Inc., 1601 Connecticut Avenue, N.W., 

Washington, D.C. 20009 (202) 483-1426). 


National Association of Housing Cooperatives... Annual Convention... San 
Francisco. .. October 24-26. Details: NAHC, 1828 L Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20036 
(202/872-0550). 


* 
AIA Will Conduct Housing Labs 


The American Institute of Architects will conduct a series of Regional Workshop 
Conferences called Housing Lab ’75—Part II. They will be in Boston on October 28-29; 
Washington, D.C. on November 5-6; Chicago on November 17-18; and Denver on November 
24-25. : 


The intent of the conferences is to help architects understand the programs and 
functions of State Housing Finance Authorities... and how HFA programs dovetail with 
those of Section 8 of the Housing and Community Development Act of-1974... and give 
participants the opportunity to meet representative of the State agencies in their regions. 


Further information may be obtained from Dennis Beese. .. AJA Assistant Director of 
Urban and Housing Programs...1735 N.Y. Avenue, Washington, D.C. 20006. (202) 
785-7300). 
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